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Bul vou should vote for il anvway

By law, voters in Oregon ere segregated by
party affilialion. Republicans and Democrals arc
subsidized uAile restridions are imposed on anyon€
else who altempts to psrlicipale as a voter or
c€ndidate. Th6re's no legitimate reason for this
segregation, but parllsans control the legislalure, and
they wrote lhe rules.

Padisan el€c{ions should be abolished, whi$ is
exaclly whal sponsols of this m€asurie claim they're
doing. Unforlunately - it's just not true. lfyou read
past the nonbinding preamble and sdutinize the
aclual stetulory dlanges in this measure, lhe sleMes
dstining partisan eleclions are not repealed. lnstead,
a new "voler choic€ offce' is created.

Read carefulfy;

SECTION 4. Definitions. As u.ed in this chapter,
"voier choice ofiice" meana the offic€ of United
States S6nator, R€prcsontative in Congr€ss,
Govemor, S€cr€tery of State, Stete Tl€asur€r,
Attomey General, 6tete Senator or steie
RepEs€ntative; or any othar state, county, city or
distric{ ofnc€ that is not:

(1) A nonpartisen ofnae; or

(2) An ofiice for which nominatlona to tlre genor{l
ebction by poliaical parties ar? expr€ssly
authorized by law.

The last subsedion above (2) is odd - since
parligm eleclioos are abolished. This gubsedion is
called a 'hoold. lt allows the legislature to "gut' this
initialive by "expressly aulhorizing' partisan offic€s.
That's why the partisan eleclion stalules weren't
repealed- Note that neither subs€dion is necessary.
Each "voler choice' of,ice could have been listed.

Nonetheless, lhis is still a referendum on
partisan elections. So l'm voting for il, and you should
too. Just dont b€lieve the story about partisan
elections being abolished.

The only way to permanently guarantee fair and
oPen Eleclions is lo reverse lhe court rulings lhat
upheld partisan eleciions in tho frst place. To do lhis,
lhe Oregon Constilulion should be amended to allow
roferendums on judic,al rulings. We can't rely on
judges to proted are eledions becsuse padisans
control lho courls too.
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