Measure #65 is a “Trojan Horse”

But you should vote for it anyway

By law, voters in Oregon are segregated by
party affiliation. Republicans and Democrats are
subsidized while restrictions are impased on anyone
else who attempts to participate as a voter or
candidate. There's no legitimate reason for this
segregation, but partisans control the legislature, and
they wrote the rules.

Partisan elections should be abolished, which is
exactly what sponsors of this measure claim they're
deing. Unfortunately - it’s just not true. If you read
past the nonbinding preamble and scrutinize the
actual statutory changes in this measure, the statutes
defining partisan elections are not repealed. Instead,
a new “voter choice office” is created.

Read carefully;

SECTION 4. Definitions. As used in this chapter,
"voter choice office” means the office of United
States Senator, Representative in Congress,
Governor, Secretary of State, State Treasurer,
Attorney General, state Senator or state
Representative; or any other state, county, city or
district office that is not:

{1} A nonpartisan office; or

{2) An office for which nominations to the general
election by political parties are expressly
authorized by law.

The last subsection above {2) is odd - since
partisan elections are abolished. This subsection is
called a “hool”. It allows the legislature to "gut® this
initiative by “"expressly authorizing” partisan offices.
That's why the partisan election statutes weren't
repealed. Note that neither subsection is necessary.
Each "voter choice” office could have been listed.

Nenstheless, this is still a referendum on
partisan efections. So I'm voting for it, and you should
too. Just don't belteve the story about partisan
elections being abolished.

The only way to permanently guaraniee fair and
open elections is to reverse the court rulings that
upheld partisan elections in the first place. To do this,
the Oregon Constitution should be amended to ailow
referendums on judicial rulings. We can't rely on
judges to protect are elections because parlisans
control the courts {oo.
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